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Introduction 

Before you lies the election programme of List Ouranos for the Faculty Council - and University 
Council elections for the academic year of 2019-2020. Before we get into the specific themes 
of our programme, we want to provide you with an explanation of the Faculty Council’s 
activities.  
 

Student well-being 

The well-being of students is of great importance for List Ouranos: we believe that there should be a 
balance between educational feasibility and extra-curricular development. We strive to take further 
steps with regards to this subject. For example, our faculty and university provide services such as 
study advisors, student psychologists and internship coordinators. However, these services are not 
well known. Furthermore, there are long waiting times and getting an appointment can be 
cumbersome. In the upcoming year, List Ouranos wants to focus on the following proposals: 

● Discover what is to blame for the long waiting times. In case there is a staff shortage, 

it must be considered whether more FTEs can be opened up. 

● A uniform online system for all services. No more calling the reception to ask when 

you can get an appointment with a study advisor.  

● A better promotion of the services mentioned above, so students can find their way 

to the study advisor, student psychologist or internship coordinator more easily.  

● A bigger, more transparent and up to date databases for internships and 

studentships. List Ouranos proposes that internship coordinators will work together 

with study associations, who maintain good contact with law firms.  

 

Employability  
There are a lot of law students in the Netherlands. Therefore, it is especially important that you can 
distinguish yourself on the labour market. List Ouranos can help you with that! Of course, you will have 
to try by yourself, for example, find an internship, but the faculty and university could approach 
extracurricular activities more generously. We have the following in mind: 
 

● Creating a clear overview of the different extracurricular courses, as well as actively developing 
and communicating the policy. It it a  good thing that students can develop themselves outside 
of the tutorials and lectures. 
 

● Mandatory recording of the lectures. When the recording goes ‘wrong’, it is the the lecturer’s 
responsibility to provide for an alternative recording. Often a student’s absence from a lecture 
is not due to unwillingness, but rather due to factors such as travel time, work, volunteer work, 
et cetera.  

 
● Working together with the other faculties to further develop interdisciplinary courses. This will 

distinguish the Maastricht law student.   
 

● Providing more grounds for changing one’s timetable/schedule. We understand the work 
that goes into making a timetable, however, when students partake in extracurricular activities 
it is important to look into the possibilities.  



 

Catering, building and community  
List Ouranos wants a place where students and staff can organise activities. Such a space 

contributes to a feeling of community within the faculty. Furthermore, we want an integral 

vision on the functions of the building: currently, the Coffee Corner functions as study room, 

cafetaria and as place to occasionally organise a drink. Especially the first and last function 

don’t always go particularly well together. The faculty has already taken a few steps to 

improve this, which we greatly appreciate. However, there are still a few points that List 

Ouranos wants to work on next year: 

● Healthy catering with a good quality-price ratio. Salads, yoghurt and cereals are examples of 
what could be added to the options currently available. Furthermore, it is often not clear what 
even is available: a menu would solve this. 
 

● A microwave in the building. Quickly reheat your lunch or dinner, for free of course. 
Convenient, right? 

 
● A critical look at the use of space in the building. List Ouranos wants (more) separate study 

places, a multi-functional cafetaria, and a place where students and staff can organise 
activities. The expansion of the building (Kapoenstraat) creates possibilities.  

 
● Better looking rooms. It is important that it is appealing to do more than justy study at the 

faculty, in order to create a feeling of community.  
 

Contemporary education  
Students used to be able to take their exams home after they are finished with the exam. However, 

since a few months, this is no longer possible.  It is important that students have the possibility to take 

their exams home. For instance, they can have another look at it, or give it to other students who can 

use it to prepare and practice their upcoming exams. Practicing with old exams is an important part of 

gaining understanding of the theory. Furthermore, it gives students a good idea of what they can 

expect. Therefore, students should have the possibility to take their exams home. 

  

Another notable thing is that lately more and more course coordinators choose to ban the use of 

laptops during tutorials or even lectures. This measure, although understandable, is experienced as 

extremely unfriendly towards students. Many students are used to taking notes on their laptops or 

tablets rather than writing them down on paper. The quality of the notes will suffer from suddenly 

having to change to using pen and paper. Because students don’t have enough time to take proper 

and complete notes at times, they get in trouble when studying for their exams because their notes 

are simply not clear enough. Additionally, the student’s freedom to choose his or her own preferred 

working method is simply being limited by this measure, which does not seem to be appropriate at a 

university. 

Another reason to disagree with this measure is sustainability. Notes and preparations for tutorials 

and lectures have to be brought to class on paper, which probably will increase the use of printers 

significantly. This is also the case for jurisprudence and additional legislation. Taking all this in 



consideration, it is very likely that this no-laptop policy will lead to the use of more paper, which, 

according to us, completely contradicts the faculty’s standpoint on sustainability. 

List Ouranos thus wants to try and use the influence of the faculty council to address the people in 

charge of this measure regarding the fact that the no-laptop policy is undesirable. List Ouranos wants: 

 

● For students to have the option to bring their exams home. 

● For the use of laptops to remain accepted during lectures and tutorials.  

 

Transparancy 
During the past years it has become clear that the contact between students and the faculty council 

by far happens mostly during the period of the elections.  We are of the opinion that this can be 

improved. Therefore, we hope to communicate more with students in the coming year, as to collect 

valuable input. This can be achieved in several ways: through email, social media or old-fashion walk-

in hours. The construction of this will depend on what students prefer. List Ouranos want to open up 

these ways of communication, so students that want to give their input can actually do this. List 

Ouranos wants:   

 

● To make it more accessible for students to provide List Ouranos with their input.  

 


